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at first glance as if the realm of inorganic science had no
room at all for the concept of wholeness, but only for
the concept of "law of Nature " with regard to 'in-
dependent cases of becoming.

The result therefore seems to be : contingency
mixed with wholeness in the organic, pure contingency
in the inorganic world.

But, it seems, we have been a little too rash in
stating this result. For is not the concept "law of
Nature" itself a sign of wholeness, at least wholeness
of a certain kind ? Does not the existence of cc laws "
prove that there is at least a certain degree of com-
munity in the totality to which they apply ?

And, moreover, is there not a certain community
of existence when one body acts upon another, say
by pushing ? But the constellation of matter is
throughout contingent^ you will say. With regard
to this problem it seems to me very important that
the ancient concept of a harmony of Nature has come
to the front again recently in a modern form. I
shall say nothing here about the constellation of the
heavenly bodies, of the Milky Way for example, for
all these things are still very problematic at present.
I will only refer to some very important results pub-
lished by the American biological chemist, Professor
Henderson, in his remarkable book, The Fitness of
the Environment. Henderson calls attention to the
numerous exceptional properties of water and car-
bonic acid. The so-called " constants " of these two
substances are in fact "exceptions" in almost every
branch of physics and chemistry, and it is the
unique constant in each case that makes them so